Many circumstances contributed to frustrate my intention of complying immediately with your wish, and, before they had ceased to operate, the Report of the Factories' Labour Regulation Bill Committee was published.
The appearance of that Report seemed to determine the question. No diversity of opinion appeared to exist. Scarcely was there a voice heard on the matter, but it was raised in reproval of a system which smites the innocent and the young, which mars the structure and deforms the mind of youth, which uproots the best interests of man, annihilates his domestic happiness^ and severs his socialities.
In the midst of such unanimity of Assuming, then, that this globe was destined for the reception of active and efficient beings, who, though designed for labour, should labour in comfort, and to whose health indeed the exercise should contribute, I take it that the most honest end we can propose to ourselves is, to ascertain generally whether man, in his full formation, is endued with powers to resist the universally-admitted circumstances under which factory-labour is pursued, and particularly whether it can be reconciled with the known laws of the animal economy, that nature shall be enabled to develop the human body, when submitted to its influence during the period of growth.
To resolve these points satisfactorily, it is necessary that we correctly understand each other when we speak of the fitness of the body for labour, and of the capacity of the body for labour. We may then proceed with our inquiry into the effects of moral and physical agents, as they promote, preserve, or depreciate.this fitness and this capacity.
The condition in which the organized structure is fitted for labour is that in which the different parts of our complicated machine have attained their growth, and are in harmonious consent each with the whole, not one more than another being predominant in the mind. 
